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INTRODUCTION 


In November of 1987, the Canadian Youth Foundation carried 
out a comprehensive survey of young people in Canada. The 
project was made possible by the support which the Foundation 
received from the Innovations Program of Employment 

and Immigration Canada. 


The survey was directed by researchers Donald Posterski 

and Reginald Bibby who, in 1985, conducted a major study of 
high school youth in Canada and co-authored the book, 

“The Emerging Generation: An Inside Look At Canada’s 
Teenagers.” 


More than 2100 interviews were conducted across the country 
by the Canadian Gallup Organization. This report presents 
some of the highlights of the data secured in these interviews 
with a representative sample of Canada’s 15-24 year olds. 


In addition to presenting the highlights of the survey, the report 
also offers some observations on what the findings may 
mean. These portions of the text, which are clearly distinguished 
from the presentation of the data, are designed to stimulate 
discussion. The reader may not always agree with the statements 
made in these observations. Some of the statements are 
deliberately designed to provoke response. Each of the major 
sections of the report concludes with a series of questions 

that point toward some of the implications of the findings. 


Through this report, young people are able to speak directly 
to governments, employers, educators, parents, youth workers, 
religious leaders and all those who are interested in the 
perceptions and aspirations of Canada’s youth. 


The views and opinions expressed in this report are those of 
the young people of Canada. The observations on the findin 
and the suggested implications are the views of the Canadian 
Youth Foundation and the authors of the report. 


PART I. A Profile of 
anadian Youth 


For the purposes of this report, young people are understood 
to be that segment of Canadian society who are between the 
ages of 15 to 24. The first section focuses on the youth 
sector in the context of the broader Canadian population. 
The second section paints the individual picture. Although 
any given individual may differ from this picture, the 
findings do sketch an outline of today’s youth. 


The Population Story 


The Population Story 


In a Canada that now numbers some 25 million 
people, more than one third (38%) are under the age 
of 25. Another one third (33%) are between 25 and 
44 years of age, and the remaining 29% are 45 

and over. 


“CANADIAN YOUTH”—the category used to describe 
people between the ages of 15 to 24—currently 
includes about one in six Canadians (17%). The total 
is just over 4 million young people. 


CANADIAN YOUTH 
By Region 


A NUMBER OF FEATURES ARE READILY 
OBSERVABLE ABOUT CANADIAN YOUTH 


@ REGION: 

Almost 4 in 10 are found in Ontario, about 2 in 

10 in both Quebec and the Prairies, 1 in 10 in both 
British Columbia and the Atlantic region 


© COMMUNITY SIZE: 

Half of Canada’s youth are living in communities 
with populations of 100,000 or more, 15% in cities 
and towns 10,000 to 99,000 and 35% in areas with 
populations of 10,000 or less 


© AGE: 
1.9 million are between the ages of 15 and 19; 
2.2 million are 20-24 years old 


CANADIAN YOUTH 
By Community Size 


Hi Ontario — 40% 

HB Quebec — 20% 

[] Prairies — 20% 

WH British Columbia— 10% 
@ Atlantic Region— 10% 


fH 100,000— 50% 
[] 10,000-99,000 — 15% 
WH -10,000— 35% 


® GENDER: 
The male-female ratio is 1 to 1 


© BIRTHPLACE & ETHNICITY 

9 in 10 were born in Canada; almost 4 in 10 have 
British ancestry, 3 in 10 have a French background, 
the remaining 3 in 10 have other national group ties 


@ MARITAL STATUS: 
84% are single, 15% are married, 1% are divorced 


@ EDUCATION: 

58% have completed high school and 33% some post- 
secondary work; at the extremes, 5% have less 

than a grade 9 education, and 4% have university 
degrees; about 45% are still in school, including some 
75% of 15-19 year olds and 20% of those 20-24 


CANADIAN YOUTH 
Education Level 


1 High School Diploma— 58% 
Hi) Some Post Secondary — 33% 
@ Less Than Grade Nine —5% 
@ University Degree — 4% 


© EMPLOYMENT: 

57% are employed full time or part time while 9% 
are unemployed; the remaining 34% are not in the 
labour force; about 45% of 15-19 year olds and 69% 
of 20-24 year olds are employed 


© RELIGION: 

92% identify with organized religion. Roman Catholic 
(50%), Protestant (40%) and other religious groups 
(2%); 8% indicate they have no religious preference 


Source: Statistics Canada: 1981 and 1986 Census Data 
and Labour Force Survey: Nov. 1987. 


CANADIAN YOUTH 
Employment Status 


68 Full or Part-Time Employment — 57% 
© Not in Labour Force — 34% 
Hi Unemployed — 9% 


The Individual Story 
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The Individual Story 


Through this survey, we engaged in conversation with 
over 2,100 Canadian young people from coast 
to coast. 


Canada’s 15-24 year olds told us about themselves 
—their values, sources of enjoyment, personal 
concerns, lifestyle choices and self images. Their 
responses provide information for understanding 
today’s youth. 


THE FINDINGS 

Concerning values, we asked Canadian youth about 
what is important to them. We focused on GOALS— 
such as success, and MEANS of achieving those 
goals—such as honesty. 


When Canadian youth speak about their goals, 
friendship and being loved rank at the top. Freedom 
is highly valued by 3 in 4 young people. A rewarding 
career, a comfortable life, and a good education 
are viewed as very important by 65% of young 
Canadians. Relationships in the family and concern 


for others are also seen as significant by the same 
number of the nation’s youth. Further down the 
scale are privacy, excitement, looks and recognition. 
Popularity is valued least. 


OBSERVATIONS 

Young Canadians are aiming for first-class relationships 
and a high standard of living. They place a high 
value on the people-oriented goals of friendship and 
being loved. Desiring success and a comfortable 

life reinforces their drive to work hard and to achieve. 


Quebec youth have a distinct profile. Whether the 
goal is a comfortable life, concern for others, privacy, 
excitement, acceptance by God, or popularity, Quebec 
youth responded somewhat differently from other 
young Canadians. 


Young women also vary somewhat from their male 
counterparts. They place a higher value on being 
loved, on family and on how they look. While youth 
in their 20s give the family a higher rating than do 
15-19 year olds, they place less value on popularity. 


VALUED GOALS 
% Viewing as “Very Important” 


National BC Prs Ont Que Atl 
Friendship 83 85 84 88 (f) 85 
Being loved Ths 70 73 79 80 79 
Success in what you do 76 72 73 76 78 78 
Freedom (he) fea 78 78 70 79 
A rewarding career 68 67 68 68 69 71 
A comfortable life 63 68 65 68 48 74 
A good education 63 62 65 63 64 62 
Concern for others 63 67 66 76 42 68 
Family life 62 63 62 66 57) 66 
Privacy 50 55 51 55 37 58 
Excitement 47 48 52 54 31 55 
Looks 34 33 32 35 31 37 
Recognition 30 28 30 33 26 31 
Acceptance by God 29 26 32 34 19 40 
Popularity 19 13 14 V7 29 14 


SELECT VALUED GOALS 


BY AGE AND GENDER 


% Viewing as “Very Important” Popularity 


Looks 


Family 


A rewarding career 


Hi Male 
Hi Female Being loved 
[J 15-19 
20-24 
a Friendship 
) 20 40 60 80 100 
When it comes to the MEANS to achieve their goals, is true for forgiveness. Generosity and keeping fit 
young people give top billing to honesty (84%). are viewed as highly significant by approximately 
Cleanliness and reliability, politeness and excellence, one half of young Canadians. The least valued 
working hard and being intelligent, are endorsed as means are imagination and creativity. 


“very important” by 60% to 70% of youth. The same 


VALUED MEANS 
% Viewing as “Very Important” 

National BC Prs Ont Que Atl 
Honesty 84 80 82 88 85 78 
Cleanliness 73 (el 65 (ia 13 83 
Reliability 73 66 70 vf 80 69 
Politeness 68 61 61 72 67 73 
Excelling at what you do 66 65 65 67 67 64 
Forgiveness 64 62 64 70 54 vA 
Working hard 62 65 63 71 46 69 
Intelligence 60 57 60 63 ST of 
Generosity 54 48 50 oF 57 59 
Keeping Fit 48 45 46 50 45 52 
Imagination 42 38 42 45 44 36 
Creativity 35 34 35 35 38 27 


VALUED MEANS 


% Viewing as “Very Important” Creativity 
Generosity 
Intelligence 
@ Male Working Hard 
@] Female 
seal ae Politeness 
MH 20-24 
Honesty 
0 
OBSERVATIONS 


The values which young people rate as important reflect 
the values which are promoted in Canadian society. 
The placement of imagination and creativity at the 
bottom of the scale of valued means suggests 

that many young people are more inclined to repeat 
what they have seen around them than they are 
inclined to launch out into the unknown. The majority 
seem more inclined to conform than to innovate. 


Rankings by region and by age do not reveal sig- 
nificant differences. Young women place a higher 
value on honesty, politeness and generosity than do 
young men. 


SOURCES OF ENJOYMENT 

There is a strong correlation between what people 
value and what they enjoy. The nation’s 15-24 year 
olds are clear about what brings them gratification. 
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40 60 80 100 

SOURCES OF ENJOYMENT 

% Indicating “A Great Deal” or “Quite a Bit” 

Friendship* 93 
Music 88 
Mother 68 
Girlfriend/boyfriend 65 
Stereo 61 
Father 59 
Dating Di 
Television 55 
Sports oo 
Reading 43 
Pets 42 
Job 42 
Sitting and thinking 42 
Being by oneself 39 
Brother(s) 39 
Grandparent(s) 38 
Sister(s) 37 
City/community where live 37 
School 35 
Car 28 
Youth group(s) 28 
Religious group(s) 15 


*The data for this variable are derived from two other surveys. A more 
detailed explanation is contained in the methodology section on page 54. 


OBSERVATIONS 

For young Canadians, friendship and music lead the 
way as enjoyment sources. Relationships with 
parents and members of the opposite sex also are 
among the primary sources of gratification. Mid- 
range sources include sports, pets, and brothers and 
sisters. In practice, young people prefer an evening 
with their friends to being alone. They would rather 
spend their time listening to music than going to 


a structured group led by adults. Adult-led institutions 
and activities, notably school, youth groups, and 
religious organizations are at the bottom of the 
enjoyment list. They function as sources of high 
gratification for relatively few young people. 


SOURCES OF ENJOYMENT BY AGE AND GENDER 
% Indicating “A Great Deal” or “Quite a Bit” 


fi Male 

fi Female 
15-19 
[ 20-24 


Father 


OBSERVATIONS : 
Consistent with their values, females are somewhat 
more likely than males to receive gratification from 
family members. Young women are also marginally 
less likely to receive enjoyment from television, 

and considerably less inclined to express appreciation 
when sports is on the agenda. On the other hand, 
females readily outdistance males when it comes to 
enjoyment received from reading. 


Sister 


Grandparent Television Sports Reading 


A comparison of 15-19 year olds with those young 
people in their early 20's reveals some enjoyment 
gains and losses. Family, except in the case of grand- 
parents, appears to become a more significant source 
of happiness as young people move out of their teens. 
Television and sports decline in importance, while 
enjoyment from reading increases. 


PERSONAL CONCERNS 

Young people, like other Canadians, are not without 
personal concerns. When 15-24 year olds were asked, 
“What common problems bothered them” they 
responded: 


PERSONAL CONCERNS BY AGE 
% Concerned as “A Great Deal” or “Quite A Bit” 


Sex 


Feeling that I’m not as 
good as others 


Depression 


Inability to find work 


Like everyone else young people are feeling the money 
and time pressures of contemporary Canadian life. 
Further, high school and post-secondary educational 
experiences are frequently sources of strain. Life 
after graduation with its unknowns and employment 
questions are causes of concern for many, especially 
in the 15-19 age range. An array of other problems, 
ranging from boredom and loneliness to depression 
and feelings of inferiority are cited as concerns 

by smaller segments of Canadian youth. 
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What am I going to do 7 ERE SE Ge ee 


Loneliness 
[ Total 
MM 15-19 My looks 
fy 20-24 
Boredom 
School 
when I finish school is 
Never seem to have eats 
enough time 
Money 
OBSERVATIONS 


60 


By gender, a slightly higher proportion of young 
women than young men acknowledge concern about 
almost every issue. Differences, however, are 

fairly minor. 


SELECT PERSONAL CONCERNS BY GENDER 
% Concerned “A Great Deal” or “Quite A Bit” 


Sex 


Inferiority feelings 
Depression 
Inability to find work 


i Male Loneliness 


fi Female 


[ National My looks 


Boredom 
School 


Life after school 


Time 


Money 


A NOTE ON SUBSTANCE USE 

Concern has been expressed about substance abuse by 
young people. Among other things, the practice has 
been linked with the pursuit of enjoyment and 

with personal problems. Canadian young people were 
asked to speak about how frequently they smoke, 
drink alcohol, and use illicit drugs. They also were 
asked about the availability of illegal drugs. 


i 


| 
| 
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20 30 40 50 60 
SUBSTANCE USE 
% Indicating Use: 
Weekly Less 
or 1-2 Than 
More Times Oncea 
Often aMonth Month Never 
Smoke cigarettes 38 m) 3 56 
Drink beer, wine 
or other alcohol Bhs OAK Dl 17 
Smoke marijuana 
or hashish 6 5 9 80 
Use other other 
illicit non- 
prescription drugs 2 ) fi 88 


SUBSTANCE USE BY GENDER AND AGE 


% Indicating “Weekly or More” 


fi Male 

fH Female 
[] 15-19 
MM 20-24 


In response to the question, 
“how difficult” or “how 

easy” would you Say it is to 
obtain illicit drugs, 78% 

of young people indicated that 
it is “extremely” or “fairly 
easy”. There are no significant 
differences in response 

by age, gender or community 
size. In other words, whether 
young people are in their 
teens or twenties, male or 
female, live in urban or 

rural areas of the country, 
drugs are available to those 
who want to try using them. 


[1 Smoke Marijuana 
Mi Use Other Drugs 
Mi Easy Access 
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50 


40 


30 


20 


0 
Smoke cigarettes Drink beer, wine Smoke marijuana Use other illicit 
or other alcohol non-prescription 
drugs 


USE AND ACCESS TO ILLICIT DRUGS BY REGION (In %’s) 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 


Canada Atlantic Quebec Ontario Prairies BC. 


OBSERVATIONS 
On the average, just over one-third of Canadian 


youth smoke cigarettes and drink alcoholic beverages 


at least once a week. Consumption levels in both 


instances are significantly different between teenagers 


and youth in their early twenties. Although more 
young men are drinking alcohol on a regular basis 
ee are young women, they are smoking at equal 
evels. 


Although 8 in 10 young people between the ages 
of 15-24 report they never smoke marijuana and 9 
out of 10 say they never use illicit drugs, a high 
percentage (78%) contend illegal drugs are readily 
accessible. 


A solid majority of Canadian young people are 
choosing to turn their backs on illicit drugs. 


SELF-IMAGE 

Canadian young people were asked pointedly how 
they feel about themselves. Generally speaking, 
they have reported very positive self-images. 


SELF-IMAGE BY GENDER, AGE 
% Agreeing 
CANADA M_  F _ 15-19 20-24 


I feel that I have 

a number of good 

qualities 98 98 98 98 99 
Iam able to do 

things as well as 


most people 95 95 95 94 96 
I feel useless 

at times 59 Bo 105 61 56 
I feel I’m not as 

good as others 20 | RPP ae) 14 
All in all, 1am 

inclined to feel 

that lam a failure 10 Quiet? 13 76 


Young people were also asked to compare themselves 
with others their age on how INTELLIGENT and 
how COMPETENT they think they are. 


SELF-IMAGE BY GENDER AND AGE (In %’s) 
% Indicating They Are “Above Average” 


INTELLIGENCE 
Canada 42 
Males 46 
Females 38 
15-19 42 
20-24 42 
COMPETENCE 
Canada 53 
Males ey 
Females 50 
15-19 53 
20-24 ‘pS 
OBSERVATIONS 


The vast majority of Canada’s 15-24 year olds 

see themselves in highly positive terms. With few 
exceptions, they report they have a number of good 
qualities. Some 42% assert they have above average 
intelligence, 56% average, and only 2% feel they 

are below average. In terms of their competence 
53% maintain they are above average, 46% say they 
are average, and a mere 1% estimate they are below 
average. 


Although a strong majority of Canadian young people 
are positive about themselves, they appear also to 
be realistic and genuine about their limitations. 
Some 60% indicate there are times when they feel 
useless. One in five (20%) indicate that they feel they 
are not as good as others. Of particular concern, 
10% say they feel they are basically “a failure.” 


Self-image differences between males and females 
and teens and youth in their early twenties are 
minor. There is a tendency for young men to be 
more positive about themselves than young women, 
and for older youth to be more positive than those 
in their teens. 
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PART II. The Social 
Context of Canadian 
Youth 


PART ONE has presented an overview of Canadian youth and 
of how they see themselves. This, however, cannot be assessed 
in isolation from Canadian society. Young people are connected 
to this wider culture and to the institutions which reflect 

it. They relate to other generations, get an education, seek to 
work, have thoughts about politics and government, make 
decisions about religion and expose themselves to the influence 
of the media. The following sections of the report explore 
how Canada’s youth perceive and interact with the world 
around them. 


Family 
Canada’s young people value their families. 


They acknowledge that the way they have been 
brought up has had the strongest influence upon their 
lives. Most are planning to get married and bring 

up their own children. When asked, “Do you think 
you will eventually marry or commit yourself to a 
life long relationship?” 92% answered with a clear-cut 
aves 


Young people are also enthusiastic about having their 
own children. However, we should not expect 
families to get larger than the current Canadian 
average. Seven out of ten young people are hoping 
to bring two or three children into their world. Of 
the 10% of 15-24 year olds who are parents, 65% of 
them have one child and an additional 27% already 
have two children. 


Youth are optimistic about the prospect of staying 
married or living with stability in a life long relation- 
ship. Some 69% think it is “very likely” they will 
stay married and an additional 29% think it is “fairly 
likely” they will keep committed to the same person 
for life. Only 4 in 1000 think it is very likely they 
will experience separation and divorce. 


The present marital status of the younger generation’s 
parents is revealing: 
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Both parents are still alive for 90% of 15-24 year 
olds. Some 7% of fathers are deceased, versus only 
2% of mothers. 


The family status of young people themselves also 
tells a story: 


MARITAL STATUS OF 15-24 YEAR OLDS (In %’s) 


83 


MH Single: never married 

WH Married 

Living with someone but not married 
[] Separated or divorced 


About 7 in 10 young Canadians are still living 
with their parents. They were asked how they feel 
about living at home. 


DOMINANT FEELINGS ABOUT LIVING 
AT HOME (in %’s) 


CANADA M_ F _ 15-19 20-24 


Iam happy with, 
them and there is no 


reason to leave 60 59>6175 162 55 


I do not have enough 
money or resources 


to leave 18 192NT7 14 28 


1 am still too young 


to leave home 10 Gar i2 15 2 


I would like to leave 
home as soon as 


possible 7 Vida is 6 8 
I live at home to 

help my parents 5 (ote 3 7 
TOTALS 100 100 100 100 100 


Those same young people residing with parents were 


asked to indicate the extent to which they agree or 
disagree with the following statements: 


ATTITUDES TOWARD PARENTS: 


YOUTH RESIDING AT HOME 
% Agreeing 
CANADA M_ F 15-19 20-24 
What my parents 
think of me is 
important 94 935-.-95- 93 95 
My parents trustme 93 Sh aS ea PA 97 
I have a happy 
home life 93 94 93 93 93 


At times I would 


like to leave home 50 47 55 45 61 


I have lots of 
arguments with my 


parents 40 38 43 42 36 


Disagreements between parents and their children 
are sometimes a fact of home life. Some of the 
conflict areas include: 


AREAS OF CONFLICT WITH PARENTS 


% Indicating Have Had Disagreements 
“Very Often” or “Fairly Often” 


in the Past Few Months 
Canada 
Jobs around the house 42 
Money 34 
Opinions about things 33 
How you spend your time 29 
Time you come in at night 27 
School 26 
Employment 20 
Your appearance 20 
Your choice of friends 18 
Dating 15 


Young people who are no longer living with their 
parents were asked why they left home? They gave 
the following reasons: 


REASONS FOR LEAVING HOME (in %’s) 
I got married 28 


I simply wanted to get out on my own 23 
I went away to school 17 
I wanted to live with my girl/boyfriend 14 
I went away to work 10 
I wasn’t getting along with my parents 8 


Analyzing the interaction between young people and 
their mother, father and friends is complex but 
intriguing. 


ATTITUDES TOWARD PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
(In %’s) 


How Source Source Turn to Look to 

much of of when face _ for moral 

value enjoyment influence problems guidance 
Mother 62 68 75 36 39 
Father 62 59 66 5 23 
Friends 83 93 59 26 30 
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Young people who are married or involved ina 
committed relationship were asked which partner 
does the cooking, cleaning and laundry? 


From the perspective of the younger generation—will 
the family gain or lose influence as we move into 
the future? The vote is decisive. Seven in ten think 
the influence of the family will either increase or 
remain the same, while the remainder expect the 
family to lose in prominence. 


OBSERVATIONS 

When it comes to the family, today’s youth are both 
conventional and optimistic. Like their predecessors, 
they are planning to fall in love, commit themselves 
to another person and have children. Even though 

2 in 10 have parents who are separated or divorced, 
almost without exception, young people have high 
hopes for an enduring stable relationship with a 
lifetime partner. In reality, however, of the 15-24 year 
olds who have married, 1 in 7 have already experienced 
separation or divorce. 


7% of young people are living with a partner. A further 
9% have formalized their relationship through 
marriage. Stereotypical gender roles have not dis- 
appeared. While there is openness to sharing duties 
around the house, traditional role division holds fast 
for many. 


Young people appear to be reasonably content about 
staying at home. Only 7% say they would “like to 
leave home as soon as possible.” Even 55% of 20-24 
year olds who are still under their parent’s roof 
indicate acceptance of their dependent state of affairs. 


20 


The dominant players in young people’s lives are 
clearly— mother, father and their friends. As youth 
grow older, boyfriends and girlfriends and spouses 
and partners take on more importance. In the areas 
of values and sources of enjoyment, friends have 
no equal. Mother is the most consistent positive 
presence in the lives of the young. Father finishes 
last when compared to the other major players. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 

1. A large number of young people in their early 
twenties are living with their parents. The majority 
are happy about their situation. For some it is an 
economic necessity. In what ways is prolonged 
residence with the family redefining “youth” and 
their role in the family and in society in general? 
What effect does their continued dependence have 
on how they perceive themselves? What effect does 
their limited autonomy have on relationships in the 
family? What is needed in order for youth to move 
toward greater autonomy and independence? 


2. Young people value and enjoy friends more than 
they do family. They still, however, see the family 
as a Strong influence on their lives. The triad of 
relationships between young people and their family 
and friends is often a source of tension. What new 
approaches can be developed to assist people to work 
through some of the difficulties? 


3. Young people are affirming the right of women 
and men to have equal opportunities and to be treated 
equitably. There is a significant gap, however, 
between theory and practice when it comes to roles 
and responsibilities within the family. What does 
this imply for the family unit of the future? How 

can people be helped to resolve these inconsistencies? 
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Education 


Getting an education in Canada is not a matter of 
choice. For teenagers, school attendance is a require- 
ment until the age of sixteen. For senior teens and 
youth in their twenties, education is perceived as 

a necessity to gain entrance into the workplace. 


THE FINDINGS 

For young people in our society, education is highly 
valued. Regardless of community size, age, or gender, 
a good education is believed to be indispensible by 
most youth. 


IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION 
BY COMMUNITY SIZE, AGE AND GENDER 
% Indicating “Very Important” 


Female 

Male 

15-19 years 
20-24 years 

Less than 10,000 
99,000-10,000 
499,000-100,000 
Over 500,000 


2123 


While education is seen as important by young people, 
it is not viewed as an enjoyable experience by the 
majority. 


ENJOYMENT OF SCHOOL 


BY REGION AND GENDER 
% Indicating “A Great Deal” or “Quite A Bit” 


NATIONAL 


B.C. 


Prairies 


Ontario 


Quebec 


Atlantic 


Male 


Female 


20 30 - 40 


Earlier in the report it was noted that 36% of Canadian 
youth indicate that school is a problem area for 
them. It is clear that school is a source of strain for 
many young people. 


High school students were asked, “How much educa- 
tion do you expect to get?” They leave little doubt 
about the fact that their aspirations far exceed the 
achievement levels of their mothers and fathers. 


EDUCATIONAL EXPECTATIONS AND PARENTAL EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (In %’s) 


15 


@ Father 
Mother > 


Respondent expectations 
@ 


[) Some High School or less 

@ Graduate High School 

fH Some vocational/commercial/CEGEP 

Hi Complete vocational/commercial/CEGEP 
MH Some university 

@ Graduate university 
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In response to the question, “Why did you leave 
school?” former students responded. 


5 


REASONS NON-STUDENTS GIVE FOR LEAVING Of those young people who are no longer in school, 

SCHOOL, BY AGE (In %’s) 4 out of 10 feel they have enough education, while 

aM Rn ati Boinacin iss DaIOSa 6 out or 10 say they do not think their level of 
education is adequate. When the matter of returning 


Graduated 35 49 to school is raised, one half express a desire to 
Wanted to work 28 26 attend on a full time basis. When asked what stands 
Tired of school 22 15 in the way of their returning to school, those 


who had left school said that getting enough money 
SERED Eye Tobie & FUG. BOSS Wen Sat to do so is the main obstacle to their resuming a 

Been there long enough i: 3 course of study. 

Family responsibilities 4 Z 

Grades were too low D 2 Should they be able to return to school, 7 in 10 would 
like to pursue post-secondary studies, especially 
vocational. A further 2 in 10 would enjoy taking 
courses for interest, with the remaining 1 in 10 
wanting to complete high school. 
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ASPIRATIONS FOR ADDITIONAL EDUCATION (in %’s) 


Other 


Courses for interest 
C] 15-19 
C] 20-24 


fH Totals University degree 


Technical, vocational/CEGEP 


High school completion 


High school students were asked, “To what extent 
do you agree or disagree with the following statements 
about teachers?” 
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On the issue of teachers influencing students, 7% 

of high school students say their teachers influence 
them “a great deal,” while another 25% perceive that 
they are influenced by their instructors “quite a bit.” 


Guidance counsellors also play a major role in 
Canada’s high schools. Some two-thirds of the high 
school students surveyed indicated they had met 
with school guidance counsellors. Asked how helpful 
their sessions had been, 70% of young people 
responded positively when the concern was selecting 
their courses. Some 60% found them helpful in 
education and career planning. The “helpful” figure, 
however, dropped to 25% when the problems were 
of a personal nature. When youth were asked who 
they turn to when they are facing a serious problem 
or seeking guidance on moral decisions, less than 
1% said they would seek out a guidance counsellor. 


AREA OF HELPFULNESS OF GUIDANCE COUNSELLORS (in %s) 


Career plans 


Educational plans 


Personal problems 


Course selection 


) 20 40 60 80 
Asked if they would prefer to see a counsellor more Many people assume that one of the main reasons 
often, about one-third said “yes.” for going to school is to get the qualifications needed 
. ‘ for a job. Working young people were asked how 
Gyivic talc rob Overall connidetice Am euidarice useful they feel their education has been in getting 


counsellors, 40% of high school students claim they 
have “a great deal” and “quite a bit” of confidence. 

By way of comparison, 56% say they have a similar 
level of confidence in the people in charge of schools. 


the job they have, along with preparing them for 
the work they do. 


EDUCATION’S RELATIONSHIP TO JOB PROCUREMENT AND PERFORMANCE (in %’s) 


[) Getting one’s job 
MH Performing ones job 


15-19 years 20-24 years Male Female 
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Students were asked about their current educational 
experiences. 


ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS TOWARD 
THEIR SCHOOLING 
In %’s 
All High Voca-  Uni- 

students school tional versity 
Do you like going 
to school? 29 23 36 43 
Are your courses 
interesting? 29 23 39 43 
Is your school work 
meaningful and 


important? 41 32 59 54 
Is your learning 

going to help you 

later in life? 45 41 56 48 


The country’s 15-24 year olds were also asked 
whether they think education will gain in influence. 
by the end of the century. Their responses indicate 
a strong belief in the future of education during their 
lifetime— 66% see education gaining influence and 
only 11% see it losing influence. The rest envision 
no change from its current role. 


OBSERVATIONS 


The message that getting a good education is one of 
life’s necessities is firmly lodged in the minds of 
Canadian young people. Even after decisions have 
been made to leave school, the majority feel they 
need to return to the classroom for more education. 


Canada’s youth aspire to surpass the educational 
achievements of their parents. Although less than 
10% of the Canadian population has earned a univer- 
sity degree, 50% of young people expect to graduate 
from university. 


There are many reasons why students leave school 
before they originally planned. The prospect of a job 
not only brings in money, it offers the promise of 
independence. Classroom fatigue and the growing 
impression that school doesn’t really relate to getting 
a job both provide a strong impetus to head for the 
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exit doors. Low levels of enjoyment in school also 
feed the desire to focus life elsewhere. 


Although high school teachers do not stimulate an 
enthusiastic response on such matters as “under- 
standing” their students or “spending extra time” 
with them, they are seen by young people in fairly 
positive terms. Guidance counsellors excel when it 
comes to helping high school students make course 
selections. However, only 25% of students see them 
as approachable when something personal is on the 
agenda. Overall, 60% of 15-24 year olds indicate they 
have “little” confidence in guidance counsellors. 


If education is supposed to equip students to “get 

a job” or to “perform on the job,” educators can only 
claim limited success. Overall, an analysis of the 
findings would lead to the conclusion that “getting 
an education” is an extremely positive experience 
for approximately one third of those in school, an 
“alright” time for another third, and a necessary 
ordeal for a further third of the student population. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 

1. There is a wide discrepancy between the educa- 
tional aspirations of young people and the present 
capacity of the education system to meet those 
expectations, especially at the post secondary level. 
The job market calls for a higher level of education 
than was required for earlier generations. The 
majority of young people who are out of school see 
a need to return for more education. Will our current 
approach to delivering education be adequate to 
meet the requirements of the future? 


2. For most young people, going to school is the 
equivalent of going to work for adults. If the en- 
vironment is negative rather than positive—life is 
an ordeal. What can educators do to increase the 
enjoyment levels and enhance the overall educational 
experience of their students? 


3. The educational system is expected to play a major 
role in helping young people prepare for work? 
Should the education system use labour market trends 
as a basis for change? What “new thinking” needs 
to be done to keep the education system abreast 

of societal changes? What is the role of teachers 
and guidance counsellors in this task? How can they 
be better equipped and supported to fulfill that role? 


Employment hold part-time jobs. A further 3 in 10 are students 
who are not working. The remaining 1 in 10 also fall 


In Canadian society, work does far more than merely into the “not working” category. 


put bread on the table and a roof over one’s head. 
It also is a crucial source of social and emotional More young men than young women have full-time 
well being. jobs, while women exceed their male counterparts 
when it comes to working part-time. Predictably, full- 
time work is higher for 20-24 year olds than for 
teenagers. 


Of the 15-24 year olds interviewed, approximately 
3 in 10 are working full-time and another 3 in 10 


EMPLOYMENT STATUS BY REGION, GENDER, AND AGE 
(In %’S) 


Working Working Working Not 
Full Part Both Working Not 
Time Time FT & PT Students Working TOTALS 
CANADA 25 30 2 31 12 100 
B.C. 20 31 3 28 18 100 
Prairies 25 30 1 34 10 100 
Ontario 28 33 2 28 9 100 
Quebec 27 29 1 34 9 100 
Atlantic 18 29 1 30 22 100 
Males 28 29 1 32 10 100 
Females 22 39 2 30 14 100 
15-19 is 41 1 46 %, 100 
20-24 44 20 P. 15 19 100 
Analysis of the student population reveals that 42% 
of full-time students AEE part-time. pried OF EMPLOYMENT 
0 


Young people who are working were asked, “How did 
you find your present job?” Personal contacts led oy 
the way, followed by approaches that reflect taking 
personal initiative. 


() Personal contacts (friends, family acquaintances) 
@ Approaching an employer directly 

@ Through advertisements 

@§ Through an employment centre 

[) Through a private employment agency 

Wi Other 


Those who are presently employed were asked how 
many hours a week they work. Males slightly exceed 
females in the number of paid hours worked, while 
most part-time employees—including full-time 
students—put in between 11 and 30 hours per week. 


On the matter of money earned and total personal 


HOURS WORKED PER WEEK BY GENDER, 


EMPLOYMENT, AND STUDENT STATUS (in %’s) 
HOURS PER WEEK 


<10 11-30 31-40 41-50 50+ TOTALS 


: : ; Tee CANADA 19.. 36 28 12 5 100 
income, there is considerable variation. At the lower 
level, 45% of the youth population earn or receive Males SS A a ee ee 
less than $5,000 per year. Approximately 35% have Females Zee aO een ee 9 TA 100 
incomes between $5,000 and $15,000. Of the balance, Full-time 
13% contend they are making over $15,000 annually employment 1 8 57 #=25 #=9 ~~ 100 
and 7% say they do not have any income to speak Pareane 
of. Variations do exist by region, gender and, employment 34 59 5 1 1 100 
predictably, by age. Palen 

students 40 55 4 0 1 100 


MONTHLY INCOME BY REGION, GENDER AND AGE (In %’s) 
“Approximately what is your total personal monthly income from all sources?” 


IS 


B.C, 


[] $400 
yy $400-$1200 
[] $1200 & Over 


Atlantic 


CANADA Prairies Ontario Québec 
Male Female 15-19 20-24 Full-time students 
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OBSERVATIONS 


The youth population reflects the regional disparities 
of the country. Atlantic Canada and British Columbia 
have the lowest percentage of young people working 
full-time (18% and 20%). And correspondingly, the 
provinces furthest east and west have the highest 
levels of youth who, for various reasons, are not 
working (22% and 18%). If work and earning money 
pave the road to independence for young people, then 
for many young people this movement toward 
autonomy begins between 15 and 19 when 41% of 
them are working part-time. 


When it comes to finding a job, social contacts are 
of foremost importance. “Networking”, or job leads 
through relationships, is the path to one-half of the 
jobs that are secured. Another one-third of the jobs 
obtained are found through personal initiative, where 
individuals go directly to the employer, or are assisted 
by advertisements. To a lesser extent, they receive 
help from employment centers and private employment 
agencies. 


A more serious predicament is faced by those young 
people who are unable to find stable work. Some 20% 
of non-student part-time workers are looking for full- 
time positions. Further, as noted earlier, 12% of 
Canadian young people currently are neither 
employed nor in school. Overall, about 90% of those 
who are not working and not in school have had 
some previous job experience. 


TIME SINCE LAST JOB: 
NOT EMPLOYED AND NOT IN SCHOOL (in %’s) 


Less than 6 months 50 
6 to 12 months 19 
1 to 2 years 13 
Over 2 years 18 


Those who are not working at the present time were 
asked if they are looking for a job. More than one 
half (57%) indicated that they are presently searching 
for employment. The remainder otfered reasons for 
not looking. 


Although it reflects a small number of those 
interviewed, it is interesting to note that some 
67% of the young women who are not looking for 
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REASONS FOR NOT PURSUING EMPLOYMENT 
(In %’s) 

Personal or family obligations 53 
Health reasons 10 
Insufficient education 

Not interested in looking for work 
There aren’t any jobs 

Unable to find an interesting job 
Insufficient experience 

Other 12 


wNialalrain 


work cite personal and family responsibilities as their 
reason. Only 8% of young men who are not looking 
for work offer the same reason. 


Despite their predicament, two-thirds of the youth 
who are not presently working say they are either 
“very optimistic” or “fairly optimistic” that they can 
find work. With respect to what they would be 
prepared to do in order to find employment, these same 
young people indicate: 


STRATEGIES YOUNG PEOPLE WOULD — ("'%’s) 
CONSIDER IN ORDER TO GET EMPLOYMENT 


Accept a part-time job 82 
Accept work in a field other than their own 78 
Get special training at school 76 
Accept a job for which they are over qualified 69 
Train for a period of over two years 66 
Do volunteer work to get experience 59 
Work for a lower wage than they were hoping 

to receive 57 
Learn Canada’s other official language 50 
Move to another province 32 
Consider joining the armed forces 17 

OBSERVATIONS 


Life without work can be debilitating. Not only are 
unemployed youth dependent on others for the basic 
necessities of life, but their sense of worth may be 
undermined. For many life without work is 
postponing their movement to independent adulthood. 


VIEWS REGARDING WORK AND PREPARATION 
% Indicating “Agree” 


I have a right to the kind of work that my education has 
prepared me for 


I expect my work to be a very central part of my life 


1 am willing to spend as many years as necessary to prepare 


for the job I want 
To me, work is nothing more than making a living 


I'd rather collect unemployment insurance than work at a job 


I do not like 


CANADA M r 15-19 20-24 
91 89 o2 94 87 
83 84 82 85 81 
79 78 80 82 (es 
26 32 21 pias 25 
16 18 14 15 ie 


Among the group of 15-24 year olds who are neither 
at school nor at work, 5 out of 10 have worked 
within the last six months. Another 2 out of 10 have 
not worked for up to one year and 3 out of 10 have 
not worked for more than twelve months. 


Care needs to be taken in interpreting these findings. 
There are many reasons why a young person may 
not be working. They may be between school and 
work, moving from part-time work to full-time 
employment or they may be exploring different types 
of employment and be in between jobs. 


Consequently, the finding that 19% of 20-24 year 
olds are not working does not necessarily mean they 
are all “unemployed.” The official definition of 
“unemployed” in Canada is that a person is not 
working and is looking for work. When this definition 
is applied to the 20-24 year olds in the survey their 
“unemployment rate” is 11%. This finding is 
consistent with the 11.5% unemployment rate for 
this age group reported by the labour force survey 
for the same period. 


Examination of the 8% who are neither working nor 
looking for work reveals a significant number of 
young women who are not participating in the labour 
market because of personal family responsibilities. 


Of the total group of 15-24 year olds who are not 
looking for work, approximately 25% offer reasons 
that press the conclusion that they are disillusioned 
and may have given up. 


Also troubling is the finding that 1 out of every 5 
non-student part-time workers is actively looking for 
full-time employment that will give them a secure 


attachment to the labour force. 


Two thirds of the young people who are experiencing 
life without work remain positive about future job 
prospects. They are ready to adapt. Whether it is 
necessary to accept a part-time job, seek additional 
training or do volunteer work to get experience, 
getting a job is important enough to make major 
adjustments in life. 


Youth were asked for their perspectives on a wide 
range of work related matters. High expectations and 
a willingness to prepare for future employment were 
reflected in the responses. 


On the subject of what characterizes a “good job”, 
Canadian young people shared their aspirations. 


VIEWS OF “A GOOD JOB” 

“When you think of ‘a good job,’ how 
important do you regard:” 

% Indicating “Very Important” 

Work that is interesting 81 

Work that gives me a feeling of accomplishment 75 

Work where other people are friendly and helpful 71 


Work where there is a chance for advancement 70 
Work where there is little chance of being laid off 62 
Work that pays well 57 
Work where you make most of the decisions 

yourself 32 


Having high aspirations is one thing, reality is often 
another matter. Those 15-24 year olds who are 
working report the following with respect to their 
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current job satisfaction: 


JOB SATISFACTION BY FULL-TIME AND 
PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT 
% Indicating “Very Satisfied” 


FULL- —_ PART- 

CANADA TIME TIME 
Their own ability 48 47 48 
Working atmosphere 39 38 40 
Things they do 32 34 30 
Hours of work 31 30 29 
Work load 30 27 33 
Job security 30 32 28 
Personal fulfillment 28 30 25 
On the job training WED 20 19 
Salary 21 18 23 
Benefits iy, 25 11 
Chances for promotion as 24 13 


Despite the problems in the job market and the work 
place, young people who are still in school remain 
amazingly optimistic about their employment 
prospects. When asked, “Do you think you can find 
a job when you finish school?” 87% said “Yes”. 
ae 11% replied they “didn’t know” and only 2% 
said “No”! 


The same optimism prevails on the expectation of 
finding a job matching one’s educational qualifications 
following graduation. Indeed, 90% are either “very 
optimistic” or “fairly optimistic” about linking their 
school training to the job market. Only 6% are “not 
very optimistic”. A meager 1% are “not optimistic at 
all” while the remaining 3% are uncertain. 


OBSERVATIONS 


There is an unofficial bill of rights in force in the 
minds of Canada’s young people. Nine out of ten 
believe that their education and training should result 
in work appropriate to their qualifications. However, 
there is also some openness to lower their standards. 
Only one in seven are prepared to collect unemployment 
insurance rather than work at jobs they do not like. 
A high percentage (83%) expect work to be central 
to their lives. The country’s 15-19 year olds are 
remarkably similar to those in their early 20’s on their 
attitudes toward work. 
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Whether Canadian youth are male or female, in their 
teens or twenties, they are unified in their aspirations 
for what characterizes a “good job.” Work that is 
interesting, gives a feeling of accomplishment, is 
shared with thoughtful people and provides a chance 
for advancement are all more important than the 
salary level. For young people, the work environment 
is meant to be much more than simply a place to 
make money. 


On the job satisfaction issue, youth are positive about 
their own ability to do their jobs, but they are not 
optimistic about their chances for promotion. The 
responses for those employed full-time suggest that 
many young people have experienced a disparity 
between their ideals for a job and the reality of the 
workplace. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 

1. A sizable proportion of youth are working part- 
time. Many issues deserve serious consideration... .Is 
our society encouraging young people to work part- 
time too soon? How many hours a week can full-time 
students work without compromising their ability to 
achieve academically? 


Some 20% of non-students who are working part- 
time are looking for full-time work...Does long-term 
part-time work deny young people the opportunity 
to be valued contributors to society? What effect 
does the prevalence of part-time employment for 
people in their early twenties have on their self- 
images? What judgement do employers make about 
young people with a history of part-time work? 


2. The majority or jobs are being found through 
personal contacts. Young people are learning to 
network at an early age. What can be done to support 
young people who are taking this approach to make 
them more effective? How can youth without personal 
networks best be supported in their job search 
efforts? 


3. Only 22% of young workers are very satisfied with 
their on-the-job training. One third of the 20-24 
year olds employed full-time see their education as 
not being useful in enabling them to do their job. 
What new forms of cooperation between schools, 
employers and government are called for? Who should 
be taking the initiative? 


Government 


aot : , POLITICAL INTEREST AND 
The majority of Canadian youth do not claim to have INVOLVEMENT BY AGE 
an active interest in politics. More than 6 in 10 say (In %’s) 
they have little or no interest at all. Another 3 in a 
10 report that they have an interest but are not TOTAL 15-19 20-24 
actively involved. Only 6% of the nation’s young I am interested in politics 
people say they are interested and involved in politics. and take an active part 6 5 ri 
There does, however, appear to be a slight increase Taminterestedinpoliics 
in political interest and activity as teens move button 
into their early twenties. active part 39 28 37 
Politics doesn’t interest me 
very much 34 35 32 
Politics doesn’t interest me 

at all 28 32 24 
Regionally, differences in political interest are quite 
modest. Atlantic and Quebec youth have a slightly 
lower level of interest than young people elsewhere. 
POLITICAL INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT BY REGION 
% Claiming An Interest 

PRAIRIES 
BRITISH ONTARIO 
COLUMBIA 
0----—— rr Tr Te ec —i«édi pre cree ree Meets eae = en gree ems epee 
QUEBEC 
ATLANTIC 

30 +- — — — _— —_—— —_——— -_-—— 
20 
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Despite their reported lack of interest in politics 
generally, a sizable portion of young people have 
engaged in a variety of political activities. Here again, 
there tends to be a slight increase in activity as 
people move into their twenties. The types of activities 
reflect more than just being of age to vote in public 
elections. 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
% Indicating “Yes” 
TOTAL 15-19 20-24 

Signed a petition 51 45 57. 
Voted in a public election 40 12 70 
Participated in a 

demonstration 17 18 17 
Wrote to a public official 13 13 13 
Boycotted products in stores 13 8 18 
Worked for a political party 9 6 11 
Given money to a political 

campaign 4 % 6 


Canadian youth believe that collective efforts to 
influence politicians can be effective. Some 71% agree 
that “people who get together in citizen action groups” 


CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
% Indicating Have “A Great Deal” or “Quite A Bit” 
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[] Federal 
Wi Provincial 
WH Local 
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NATIONALLY B.C. 


Prairies 


can influence the policy makers. On the other hand, 
15% think “a young person acting alone” can have 
significant influence. 


While they believe in the possibility of influencing 
government, young people do not expess much con- 
fidence in Canada’s political parties. Just 18% say 
they have “a great deal” or “quite a bit” of confidence 
in political parties—compared to 67% for the police, 
ie for newspaper executives, and 26% for religious 
leaders. 


A majority of 52% agreed with the statement, “For 
me, the people running for office are more important 
than the political party they represent.” 


Beyond the issue of party confidence, the country’s 
15-24 year olds were asked how much confidence 
they have in the people in charge of government at 
the federal, provincial, and local levels. Their re- 
sponse was virtually the same regardless of the level 
involved. Less than one third (29%) indicate they 
have a high level of confidence in government leaders. 


Variations by age are slight, decreasing only mar- 
ginally among 20-24 year olds. Differences in 
confidence by community size are also negligible. 
Regionally, however, Quebec youth stand out as 
having the lowest confidence in all three levels of 
government. 


Ontario Québec Maritimes 
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Young people were asked about their views on 
citizenship and our system of government. 


SELECT POLITICAL VIEWS BY REGION 
% Agreeing 


NAT BC PRAIR ONT QUE ATL 
Despite its many faults, our system of doing things is still the 
best in the world 60 60 66 66 45 68 
I feel that you cannot be a good citizen unless you always obey 
the law 60 58 64 68 47 65 
I feel a good citizen tries to change the government policies 
he/she disagrees with 66 68 64 68 68 oF 


When asked to consider their future, just 6% say 
they see “being a leader in their community” as “very 
important.” A total of 13% say “working to correct 
social and economic inequalities” is a high priority. 
By comparison, having “plenty of time for recreation 
and hobbies” is seen as “very important” by 32%, 
being “successful in my line of work” is highly 
significant for 74%, and having “a good marriage 
and family life” is a top priority for 82%. 


As Canadian young people look to the future, the 
dominant sentiment is that the influence of govern- 
ment will either increase (33%) or remain the same 
(45%); a minority (21%) see government losing 
influence as we move into the 21st century. 


OBSERVATIONS 


Whether it involves becoming a candidate in a student 
election or participating in a demonstration, it 
appears that politically related activity is the domain for 
a Select few. Certainly, there is acknowledgement 
that the government and its functions is necessary, 
but the prevailing temperament is to “let the other 
person do it.” 


There is evidence that, if invited to do so, young 
people will respond and, for example, sign a petition. 
Two out of three define a good citizen as someone 
who tries to change a government policy he/she 
disagrees with— especially if people act together. 
Overall, however, there is a prevailing mood of 
political skepticism. Party politics, in particular, is 
viewed by Canada’s young people with disinterest. 


The young are more oriented to their personal goals 
than to collective concerns. They are not rallying 
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around causes. They are giving a higher priority to 
personal pursuits than social justice issues. Today’s 
youth are a politically quiet generation. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 

1. Although young people are knowledgeable and 
have a high level of concern about some of the issues 
of the day, they are not actively involved in the 
political process. Does this imply a preoccupation 
with personal priorities and a rejection of social 
responsibility? Alternatively, does this response 
reflect a generation that is aware of the complexity 
of the issues? Are today’s youth skeptical about the 
capacity of present institutions and approaches to 
resolve the problems? Are they distrustful of those 
who appear to offer simple solutions and consequently 
stay uninvolved? 


2. A very small number of youth aspire to involvement 
and leadership in the political process. Confidence 
in government leaders is low. What does this say 
about the way young people are experiencing the 
effect of government on their lives? What does this 
mean for the future of government and society in 
general? What should political parties be considering 
in order to ensure greater participation of young 
people? Will political parties be able to attract and 
inspire enough talented young people to meet the 
challenge of the future? 


3. What can be done to encourage and affirm those 
young people who are already involved in the process 
of government—or are working in some ways to 
correct social and economic inequalities? 


Media 


Radio. Television. Billboards. Videos. Music with its 
top forty. Morning and evening newspapers. Movies 
and magazines. To live in Canadian society is to 

be subjected to a daily media blitz. 


Young people are enthusiastic consumers of the 
maze of media options. We asked 15-24 year olds 
about their media related habits. 


Exploring the products available in our high-tech age, 
we first asked, “Do you own or have access to a...”: 


~ OWNERSHIP-ACCESS TO SELECT ITEMS 
(In %’s) 


CANADA BC PRS ONT QUE ATL 


Stereo See EO: Se een ne Ween Match wes 9) 
Colour TV 91 89°. 95- "93587 92 
Walkman 65 107 OA 2am ra OF 
VCR 68 Core Ate er Oon, OD 
Personal 

Computer 31 DOM sO4 COOL ek ae: 


Quebec young people tend to fall somewhat behind 
their counterparts elsewhere in access to media 
hardware. Gender-wise, the only significant difference 
between young men and young women is in access 
to computers (males 36%, females 25%). By age, 
teenagers surpass youth in their twenties when it 
comes to owning or having access to walkmans, 
VCR’s and computers. 


Canadian 15-24 year olds were asked how often 
they give their attention to various media. Music— 
FM style—and TV clearly lead the league. It should 
be noted that 20% also say they see a movie at 
least once a week, with 52% more saying they go to 
the theatre at least once a month. 


Regional variations in media consumption are limited. 
Exceptions worth noting find Quebec youth tuning 
in to FM radio at higher levels (79% daily). Youth 

in the Atlantic provinces spend more time watching 
rock videos at home (33% daily) but attend movies 
less frequently than anyone else in Canada (9% 
weekly). 
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ACCESSING OF MEDIA 

% Indicating “Daily” 

Listen to music 94 
Watch television 79 
Listen to FM radio 66 
Read the newspaper 47 
Listen to AM radio 47 
Read books 29 
Read magazines 20 
Watch rock videos 20 
Watch home videos 10 


An exploration of gender differences reveals that 
more young males than females watch rock videos 
at home (23% vs. 17% daily). However, more young 
women than men read books daily (34% vs. 24%). 
As teenagers move into their twenties, they appear 
to read newspapers more frequently and watch rock 
videos less. In a modest manner, they also show 

a greater preference for FM over AM radio. 


Canada’s young people are avid TV watchers. Two- 
thirds watch TV 2 hours or more each day, one-third 
4 hours or more. Yet despite their high viewing 
levels, only 55% of 15-24 year olds say they receive 
“a great deal” or “quite a bit” of enjoyment from 
their viewing experience. Youth in B.C. register the 
lowest level of enjoyment from their TV watching 
(49%), young people on the Prairies the highest (62%). 


DAILY TELEVISION VIEWING (In %’s) 

NATIONAL 
None x 
Less than 1 hour 13 
1 hour 17. 
2 hours 35 
4 hours 24 
5 hours 11 


Beyond the use and enjoyment of various media 
forms, we asked young people how much confidence 
they have in the people who provide leadership 

in the radio, newspaper, and television industries. 
Just under 40% expressed high levels of confidence 
in the people in charge of the various media. By 
comparison, they reported confidence levels of about 
60% in the case of both schools and the courts, 

and 30% in the case of federal and provincial govern- 
ments. Media confidence is lowest in Quebec and 
slightly lower among young women and youth in 
their early 20s. 


CONFIDENCE IN SELECT MEDIA LEADERSHIP 
BY REGION 
% Indicating “Great Deal” or “Quite A Bit” 


RADIO PAPERS TV 


CANADA 39 36 too) 
British Columbia 42 38 34 
Prairies 46 42 38 
Ontario 43 43 35 
Quebec 25 20 25 
Atlantic 45 38 39 
Males 40 38 36 
Females 38 Bi) 30 
15-19 43 38 38 


20-24 33 33 28 


Canadian youth are not acknowledging that the media 
have an impact on their lives. Only 33% maintain 

the media has a high level of influence on how they 
live. This level is comparable to how they perceive 
they are influenced by both God (29%) and teachers 
(32%). By contrast, 88% feel they. are highly 
influenced by the way they have been brought up. 
Regionally, Quebec and Atlantic youth are the least 
likely to see the media as profoundly influencing 
them. Differences by age and gender are both minor. 


PERCEIVED INFLUENCE OF THE MEDIA 
BY REGION, GENDER, AND AGE 


% Indicating They Are Influenced Either “A Great Deal” 
or “Quite A Bit” 


CANADA 33 
British Columbia 36 
Prairies 34 
Ontario 38 
Quebec 27 
Atlantic 25 
15-19 fore, 
20-24 oH | 


Nevertheless, when asked how they see the future 
importance of television and newspapers, most of the 
country’s 15-24 year olds say they expect their 
influence either will increase or remain the same by 
the end of the century. 


PERCEIVED FUTURE INFLUENCE OF TELEVISION AND NEWSPAPERS (In %’s) 


Television 


Newspapers 


OBSERVATIONS 
Stereos and colour TVs are as readily accessible to 
youth in Canada as breakfast cereal. 


Although television watching is part of the daily 
lifestyle for all but 3% of young Canadians, only 55% 
receive either “a great deal” or “quite a bit” of en- 
joyment from their viewing. In contrast, 88% of the 
youth audience identify music as a source of enjoy- 
ment. It would appear that for many, watching TV 
is a time filler rather than a stimulating experience. 


Given their high level of exposure to television, 

it appears that Canadian young people probably under- 
estimate its influence upon their lives. It clearly 

is a prominent consumer of their time. And at minimum, 
it is one source of their perception concernin 

what is happening in the nation and the world. 
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Relationships 


Canadian youth are putting a high priority on relation- 
ships. On their scale of values, friendship is number 
one. Compared to other sources of enjoyment, friends 
deliver the highest level of gratification. Life for 
young people is consistent with the line from a play 
written by a high school student, “Being alone is 
worse than taking a calculus test.” Friendship is the 
glue that holds their world together. 


Young people were asked how many close friends 
they have. 


NUMBER OF CLOSE FRIENDS 


(In %’s) 
One 10 
Two 14 
Three 16 
Four or more 60 


Friendship for the young, however is far more than 
a Statistic; it is an important experience. 


Relationships between adults and young people are 
often complex. In an attempt to probe the dynamics 
between the generations, young people were asked 
how they feel they are treated by older adults. There 
are no noteworthy differences in attitudes by either 
age or gender. 


VIEWS OF HOW ADULTS RELATE TO YOUTH 
% Agreeing 
Strongly 
Agree Agree Total 15-19 20-24 


Adults like young 
people ih 76 83 82 84 


Adults are courteous to young 
people 7 65 72 1 (ee 


Adults respect young people’s 
opinions 4 46 50 4 | 50 


Adults lack confidence in young 


people 13 58 71 71 71 
Adults don’t understand young 
people 15 48 63 63 63 


Adults are intimidated by young 
people 6 45 51 51 a) 


We explored with young people a wide range of 
attitudes and behavior regarding sexuality. For 
example, we asked, “How informed do you consider 


CONTRACEPTIVE USE 100 
BY GENDER AND AGE (in %’s) 


“Do you or your partner use contraceptives?” 80 


[] Yes 40 
@ No 


@) Not sexually involved 
20 


Canada 
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yourself to be about birth control?” A total of 88% 
responded either “very well” or “fairly well.” We 
asked about the use of birth control. 


Male Female 15-19 20-24 


Attitudes regarding a number of other sexual matters There are some modest differences by region—notably 


were probed. The extent to which attitudes are Quebec—and by religious affiliation. Young people 
stabilized at an early age is seen in the finding that with no religious identity and Roman Catholic youth 
there are virtually no significant differences in the tend to be somewhat more liberal in their sexual 
responses by age. Slightly more young women than views than others. 


men are accepting of homosexuality, while more 
young men than women are open to the unconditional 
availability of legal abortion. 


ATTITUDES ON SELECT SEXUAL ISSUES 


% Agreeing 
YOUTH M le T5719" 20-24 

Sex before marriage is alright when people love each other 87 88 87 85 90 
Sexual relations between two people of the same sex is sometimes alright 34 £50 Ramee et! 34 34 
It is sometimes alright for a married person to have sexual relations with 

someone other than their marriage partner i sara 11 12 
Birth control information should be available to young people who want it 96 96 96 96 96 
It should be possible to obtain a legal abortion when a female has been raped 88 88 87 87 89 
It should be possible for a woman to obtain a legal abortion if she does not wish 

to have a child 58 Osu Oo 58 59 
Homosexuals should be entitled to the same rights as other Canadians 62 D2 eae 61 62 


SEXUAL ATTITUDES BY REGION AND RELIGIOUS IDENTIFICATION (in %’s) 
CANADA®S= BC. =PR--ON* OU> AT (PROT — RC> OTHE “NONE 


Premarital sex 87 (og Fevirg oN bgecadl =} pepe we uae 2.5 79 91 82 93 
Homosexual practice | 34 OO Sra A294 aeons AO 23 ote roo 39 
Extramarital sex 11 11 ey Ty: 7 7 11 16 18 
Birth control information available 96 99 98 9% 93 96 96 95 91 98 
Abortion: rape 88 89-867 280 2 94682 82 88 86 95 
Abortion on demand 58 re. wrwanared faqnowrr =a: Leumiate.< seme. 46 54 od b oer ob 78 
Homosexual rights 62 OOS 00-052 Clr 00 57 66 46 64 
Pornography: No Laws 10 Feet ©) atvacs Song ies 49, fi 11 9 11 


The trauma associated with the accelerating problem INFLUENCE OF AIDS ON 


of AIDS is a growing concern for Canadians. We ONE’S OWN SEXUAL PRACTICES (In %’s) 
asked young people whether or not the AIDS issue 
has had an impact on the people they know ina 83 


number of possible ways: 


INFLUENCE OF AIDS ON 
SEXUAL PRACTICES OF OTHERS 
% Indicating “Definitely” or “Somewhat” 
CANADA M Pe 15-19 9"20- 24 

Less likely to engage in sexual relations outside 

of marriage 70 68195 61 65 74 
Likely to have fewer sexual 

partners 81 iigeree 79 83 


More likely to use 
condoms 88 86 §689 89 86 


Theorizing about other people’s practices is a separate 
issue from personal behavior. Young people were 
asked, “Has the existence of AIDS altered your own 
personal sexual habits?” Four out of five answered, NO M F 15-19 20-24 
AN (ay 


During the last two decades considerable attention 
has been given to the role of women in Canadian 
society. Young people’s opinions were solicited in 
this realm of life and relationships. 


ATTITUDES TOWARD WOMEN AND GENDER ROLES 
% Agreeing 
CANADA M Fo --15-19.—-20-24 

Men and women should be paid the same money if they do the same work 97 96 99 97 98 
A woman should have the same job opportunities as a man 94 92-97 95 94 
A preschool child is likely to suffer if the mother works 51 59 42 Si 50 
When unemployment is high, men should get jobs before women do 22 28==16 21 25 
A married woman shouldn’t work if her husband is capable of supporting her 17 0 0 aes 17, Lv 
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OBSERVATIONS 


There is cause for concern in the way young people 
perceive how adults relate to them. The older 
generation is sending a strong signal that they “like” 
today’s youth. The majority (3 out of 4) of adults 
are also perceived to be treating 15-24 year olds 
courteously. However, older adults are conveying 

a lack of confidence in the younger generation, are 
not respecting their opinions, and are failing to 
understand them. For some reason, adults are being 
put on the defensive and feeling intimidated by 
young people. An alarming indicator is that these 
perceptions are not Sere as teenagers move 
into their early twenties. These factors may be 
contributing to the gravitational pull or present 

day youth toward their friends. 


*In the main, Canadian young people are reflecting 
the prevailing adult attitudes toward sexuality. 
Although youth are more liberal than adult Canadians 
in their attitudes towards premarital sex and 
abortion on demand, they are more conservative when 
the issue is homosexual rights and extramarital 
sex. Young women have higher acceptance levels 
toward homosexual rights and practices than 
young men. Approximately 45% of 15-19 year olds 
and 80% of 20-24 year olds are sexually active. 


When the behavior of others is under scrutiny, 
Canada’s youth expect that the problem of AIDS will 
reduce the levels or extra-marital sex, result in fewer 
sexual partners and increase the use of condoms. 
However, despite the problem of AIDS being in the 
minds of young people, when it comes to their own 
behavior it only affects 1 out of 5. 


From the youth perspective, “equal job opportunities” 
and “equal pay for’ equal work” are no longer matters 
for discussion. Young men and women have reached 
a high level of theoretical consensus on these con- 
cerns. However, for 1 in 4, there is a lingering 

male preference when jobs are scarce. If economic 
necessity does not overrule, because they think 
pre-school children suffer if the mother works, young 
people will have to make a value choice between 
staying in the workplace or at home. 


*For details on the comparative survey of adult 
attitudes see the methodology section, page 54. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 
1. Many young people feel that adults lack confidence 
in them and do not respect their opinions. This 


_ view is held equally by people in their teens and in 
their early twenties. Are adults failing to grant 

- 20-24 year olds their full status in society? Are 
young adults getting mixed messages about the degree 


to which they are expected to become autonomous 


_ and independent? 


2. Both young men and young women strongly affirm 
equality of job opportunities and equal pay for 


work of equal value. A significant number also believe 


_ that a pre-school child is likely to suffer if a mother 
_ works. This understanding is going to produce 


major new pressures on young women as people are 
pushed to make choices in this area. What support 
can be provided for young women facing combined 


- expectations of work and family? What assistance 
can be provided for ys men to help them deal 
with the issues? 


3. Despite their assertion fat the media is not a 


major influence on their lives, young people are 
extremely aware of AIDS. Although they believe that 


others are changing their sexual practices, there is 


little evidence of change in their own behavior. 


What does this imply for the public health sector and 


what does it say to parents and others attempting to 
raise awareness about the growing problem of AIDS? 
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Religion 
In the religious realm, for the most part, youth 


mirror the beliefs, practices, and commitment levels 
of adults. 


THE FINDINGS 

Some young people indicate they are interested in 
the so-called “ultimate questions” pertaining to the 
meaning of life. One in three say that they have 
“a great deal” or “quite a bit” of concern about the 
purpose of life. 


The country’s 15-24 year olds show little sign of 
abandoning supernatural beliefs. Indeed, their levels 
of belief match and in places exceed those of older 
Canadians. 


BELIEF LEVELS OF CANADIAN YOUNG 
PEOPLE AND ADULTS (In %’s) 


YOUTH ADULTS* 
Existence of God 84 85 
Divinity of Jesus 81 79 
Life after death 65 65 
ESP 56 60 
Astrology 49 Se) 
Contact with the spirit world 45 22 


This is not to say that Canadian youth view religion 
as an important part of their lives. On the contrary, 
about 1 in 10 say that God has “a great deal” of 
influence on how they live. The same proportion 
report they highly value either religion or acceptance 
by God. Fewer than 1 in 5 think religion will gain 
influence in the future. The same number maintain 
that it is important to live out religious faith in 
everyday life. When asked about how much they 
value religion, 1 in 7 responded it is “very important.” 


*For details on the comparative survey of adult belief 
levels see the methodology section, page 54. 


Young people also indicate that they have little 
interest in religious organizations. Less than 1 in 5 
are regular service attenders and about 1 in 20 

say they receive a high level of enjoyment from 
religious groups. Further, only about 1 in 10 report 
that religious leaders have a strong influence on 
their lives. When asked who they turn to when they 
have a serious problem, only 1 young person in 
200 looks to a “religious leader” for counsel or 
assistance. 


Differences by gender are small. Young women are 
somewhat more religious than young men. Variations 
by age are minor with no sign of change as teens 
go through their early 20s. 


VIEWS CONCERNING RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS (In %’s) 


RELIGION 

God has a great deal of influence on my life 
Religion is highly valued by me 
Acceptance by God is highly valued by me 
Religion will gain influence in the future 


It is important for me to live out my faith in everyday life 


RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 
A weekly attender 


Receive high level of enjoyment from religious group 


Religious leaders have a strong influence in my life 


TOTALS” MALES FEMALES— 15-19 — 20-24 
12 11 14 13 £2 
14 13 15 14 14 
29 26 32 PRS) 29 
18 15 21 16 21 
16 14 19 16 16 
17 14 21 20 15 

6 6 6 6 6 
3 3 3 4 2 


Even though they are not actively involved in religious 
activities, Canadian youth nonetheless reflect the 
tendency of their parents to identify with the nation’s 
major religious groups. At present, 80% of 15-24 year 
olds identify with a religious organization. 


IDENTIFICATION 

WITH RELIGIOUS GROUPS (In %’s) 
fH Roman Catholic 
@ Protestant 
[) Other Religions 

Hi None 


Hi jewish 
Wi Buddhist 
[) Muslim 
@ sikh 
WH Hindu 


Further, most young people continue to look to 
religious groups for rites of passage relating to birth, 
marriage, and death. Asked if they anticipate a 
minister, priest, or rabbi carrying out such ceremonies 
for them in the future, the answer for the majority 
was “Yes.” 


ANTICIPATED RITES OF PASSAGE 
% Indicating “Yes” 


Funerals 


Weddings Birth 
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OBSERVATIONS 

Canadian young people are expressing interest 

in the supernatural. Whether the area is God or life 
after death, contact with the spirit world or ESP, they 
are open to exploring the possibility of a supernatural 
reality. 


Today’s youth are drawing very selectively on 
organized religion. Although the majority are not 
attending with regularity, they still plan to use the 
church or synagogue for their birth related ceremonies, 
weddings and funerals. 


The historic stature of Canada’s Judeo-Christian 
religious monopoly is ebbing away. Clergy and other 
religious leaders are being replaced with new refer- 
ence points in the culture. The pluralistic national 
ideal calls for tolerance of diverse viewpoints, and 

a willingness to listen to the voice of other world 
religions. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 

1. Values and ethical codes are no longer being 
transmitted through religious institutions for the 
majority of Canadian young people. How are values 
now being transmitted from one generation to the 
next? How can young people be enabled to estab- 
lish convictions and ethics in today’s complex society? 


2. How should religious leaders respond to young 
people who relate to their institutions only when 
they desire “rites of passage” services related to 
birth, wedding and funeral ceremonies? 


3. As the religious landscape of Canada shifts and 
changes, what can be done to encourage Canadians 
to understand the developing diversity and to respect 
each other’s differences? 


Canadian Society IMPORTANCE OF BEING CANADIAN 


; % Indicating “Very Important” 
All but 3% of 15-24 year olds in Canada are Canadian : Seas 


citizens. Accordingly, young people were asked to 60 
put a value to “being a Canadian.” 


A total of 49% claimed it is “very important” to them. 
An additional 33% said being a Canadian is “some- 
what important.” Only 5% indicated it is “not at all 
important.” Gender and age comparisons reveal 

no significant differences. By community size, 

42% of youth living in metropolitan centers of 500,000 
or more value their national identity, while young 
people in smaller communities of 10,000 or less are 
the most appreciative in the country at 53%. 


50 


40 


30 


20 


B.C. Prairies Ontario Quebec Atlantic 


Young people were questioned about their perception more young people express concern about alcohol 
of problems in this country that affect their age group. abuse, unemployment, lack of education and poverty. 
Youth in Quebec show greater concern about prostitu- 


Significant regional differences are found in the tion, suicide and illiteracy. 


Atlantic provinces and Quebec. In the Maritimes, 


PERCEPTION OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS FACING 15-24 YEAR OLDS BY GENDER AND AGE 
% Indicating “Very Serious” 


CANADA Mak) 15-19 20-24 


Sexual assault rss 69 TI 12 71 
AIDS I (i Eaves) 74 72 
Drugs 70 64 75 72 66 
Suicide 69 O25 577 71 68 
Prostitution 54 AD OZ, ef 50 
Alcohol abuse 52 525.66 57 61 
Family problems 50 epee cote 50 50 
Unemployment 50 AS aes 52 44 56 
Poverty 47 Phas fa) 44 49 
Illiteracy 47 435° 51 44 50 
Lack of educational opportunities 44 41 47 45 42 
Career uncertainties 36 S0omrOK Sy) 41 
Fear of nuclear war Bs: 30 40 SF Go 
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Beyond issues pertaining to their own age group, are more enthusiastic about the policy (82% and 79%) 


we further asked young people to assess Canada’s than youth in the rest of the country (average of 63%). 
most serious problems more generally. When asked, “which of Canada’s official languages 
On the subject of bilingualism, 69% of young people do you know well enough to hold a conversation 

in Canada support the idea of two official languages. in”, 65% responded English, 17% said French and 
Young people in Quebec and the Atlantic provinces 18% said they had at least reasonable ability in both. 


PERCEPTION OF CANADA’S SOCIAL PROBLEMS BY REGION, GENDER, AND AGE 
% Indicating “Very Serious” 


CANADA REGIONALLY* M_ F_ 15-19 20-24 


Low’ _— High 
AIDS 69 QO O8FE TANTS: 1 8OO1P 735 70 69 
Crime 62 Dees OO 5 ote ao 62 62 
Pollution 56 ESS EO BAe ahs IE He By, 5D 
Unemployment 53 O Afaee fe 1614957; 55 Bi 
Family breakdown 43 P40 A48 37 48 43 44 
The economy 39 OFT Naoto tt 37 42 
Quality of education 08) Oe ea. Wei: Mugen & apres: 34 OZ 
Racial discrimination oo P2320) 40: 229" 36 36 29 
Threat of nuclear war 32 P28 220 560. 29 154 Hoes 28 
Unequal treatment of women 26 | OR Ts GET: Sa BR Bs 28 25 
Economic regional inequality 22 OPO sae A Die den poe 22 2 
French-English relations 13 BicO- Se Ost WAG 4 12 14 


*B = British Columbia; P = Prairies; O = Ontario; OQ = Quebec; A = Atlantic 


Young Canadians were also asked how they feel 
about the “mosaic” versus the “melting pot” models 
for the country’s cultural diversity. 


VIEWS OF THE MOSAIC AND MELTING POT MODELS 
% Agreeing 


CANADA BC. . PRS ONT. OUR} ATL 


Canada should be a “mosaic”, where people are loyal to Canada yet keep 


many of the customs of their previous countries 74 ia Oe 76 67 Ta 
Canada should be a “melting pot”, where people coming here from other 
countries give up their cultural differences and become Canadians 34 Cie ES 32 38 53 


On 
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Looking beyond Canada, young people offered these 
views on Canada’s place in the world. 


VIEWS OF CANADA’S RELATIONS TO THE REST OF THE WORLD 


% Agreeing 


CANADAWEDCee ERS ‘ONT e20OUre AIL 


We ought to worry about our own country and let the rest of the world 


take care of itself 


36 SOAs 38 28 42 


Decisions made by politicians in Canada have little or no bearing on the 


rest of the world 


35 OO 34 43 33 


In probing satisfaction with life in Canada, 15-24 year 
olds were asked where they would like to live. Some 
75% said if they could live in any country, their first 
choice would be Canada. The number one competitor 
to “our home and native land” is the United States 
and one in ten would choose to move there. As for 
community size, the favourite choice was the small 
city followed closely by the large city. The rest would 
like to live in a small town or on a farm. 


COMMUNITY SIZE PREFERENCES 
FOR RESIDENCE (in %’s) 


Small city 37 
Large city 32 
Smalltown 18 
Farm 13 


OBSERVATIONS 

Although being a Canadian is valued by the majority 
of youth in the country, lower levels in the Prairies 
hint at alienation, while in Quebec, a strong Quebecois 
identity is obviously important. 


On the matter of problems in Canada and specifically 
those faced by young people, women evidence 
higher levels of concern than men in every area— 
except for pollution. Youth in their twenties reveal 

a greater concern about unemployment and career 
related issues than do those in their teens. Teenagers 
perceive racial discrimination, the threat of nuclear 
war and the unequal treatment of women as more 
serious problems than do youth in their twenties. 
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Problems are generally perceived through a “what's 
closest to me” frame of reference. When pollution 

is the focus, B.C. has the lowest level of concern 
while Quebec has the highest. Youth on the west 
coast have little first hand knowledge about acid rain. 
On unemployment, Ontario's low concern is consistent 
with its healthy economy. The Atlantic’s high rating 
corresponds to high levels of unemployment. 
Responses to regional inequality or French-English 
relationships as problems can be interpreted in the 
same way. 


THE IMPLICATIONS 

1. When Canadian youth were asked about the social 
problems they face in their own age group, four 
areas stand out from the rest—sexual assault, AIDS, 
drugs and suicide. Dealing with these problems 

can be traumatic for many individuals. Are there 
enough places in the private and public sector for 
people to get help when they need it? 


2. Canadian youth view the importance of national 
issues from their regional perspective. What does 
this say about the way these issues are being pre- 
sented and dealt with? What does this mean for the 
future of Canada? What is the role of governments 
and the media in developing a national perspective? 


3. Young people are strongly supportive of national 
policies related to cultural diversity. Still, 30% favour 
neither bilingualism nor multiculturalism. What does 
this say about their experience with these dimensions 
of Canadian life? What does this mean for the future 
of Canada as a linguistic and cultural mosaic? 


CONCLUSION 


What emerges from this wide range of information, 
opinion, concerns and aspirations? 


Any attempt at synthesis is bound to be simplistic 
and incomplete. Nonetheless, some strong themes 

emerge. Through their responses in the survey, the 
youth of Canada are sending these messages: 


“We have confidence in ourselves... our intelligence, 
our competence and our ability to contribute to our 
world now. We do not want to be put on hold until 
some future date. 


We are approaching our futures with a sense of the 
value of family and friends. Relationships are im- 
portant to us and a great source of enjoyment and 
strength. 


We are convinced that education matters. We know 
that our world requires high levels of achievement 
and training. Many of us feel we need new options 
to prepare for our times...We have high expectations 
and standards about work—and we do recognize 
that, initially at least, we will not always be able 

to reach them. 


We are aware that we are living in a high profile media 
world, but we don’t always recognize its impact 
on us. 


We also acknowledge that we are aware of the issues 
that face the nation and the wider world but we are 
not doing very much to respond to them. We do 

feel comfortable about our personal plans. On that 
level, issues are easier to define and options are 
within our control. We have not found our place 

yet in the broader world and on the complex matters 
of social change. In many ways, we are searching 
for a realistic agenda. 


Sometimes we think there are too many obstacles 
on the way to adulthood. We are concerned about 
how well we are being affirmed and accepted by the 
adult world. Whether the questions revolve around 
prevailing attitudes, the harsh reality of part-time 
work or under-challenging employment, many of us 
are experiencing the frustration of not being allowed 
to serve in roles we feel ready to play.” 


Canada’s youth...READY FOR TODAY! 


This brief report has sketched an outline of the 
larger and more complex picture of youth in Canada. 
In doing so, it has tried to highlight areas and issues 
for those who want to understand and respond. 
Whether the respondents be educators or politicians, 
employers or broadcasters, religious leaders or 
social workers, or young people themselves, the aim 
is to stimulate further thought, questions and 
discussion. The hope for the report is that it will be 
a catalyst to continue this important dialogue 
between young people and the players in their lives. 
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METHODOLOGY 


The interview schedule was constructed by Bibby and 
Posterski and administered nationally by the Gallup 
organization between October 26 and December 22, 
1987. A total of 2033 young people between the 
ages of 15 to 24 were interviewed. A representative 
sample of this size permits accurate generalizations 
to be made of the Canadian population—within an 
error range of 3 percentage points either way— 19 
times in 20. Gallup has summed up the procedures 
used as follows: 


SAMPLE DESIGN 

The sample is a modified probability sample in all 
centres over 1,000 in population. A quota sample 
was used in rural farm and rural non-farm centres. 


The sampling procedure was designed to produce an 
approximation of the civilian population, 15 to 

24 years of age, living in Canada, except for those 
persons in institutions such as prisons or hospitals, 
on Indian Reserves, or those residing in far Northern 
regions and the North West Territories. The size 

of the Territories means a sample drawn proportionate 
to the national population would be extremely small, 
not permitting inductive generalizations. 


First, the population was arrayed in geographic 
order by community size and within those classifi- 
cations by census enumeration areas. On the average, 
enumeration areas contain from 500 to 1,000 people. 

A total of 210 enumeration areas were selected 
randomly from this array. Within urban centres, a 
random block sampling procedure was used to select 
starting points for interviewers. In rural locations, 
the random block sampling procedure was replaced 
by quote sampling based on sex and age. 


In each of the 210 selected enumeration areas, to 
ensure an adequate representation, the interviewer 
was instructed to obtain ten completed interviews 
with: five males and five females, with five between 
15 and 19 years of age, and five between 20 and 24. 
From their starting points, interviewers contacted 
successive households to determine if one or more 
eligible respondents, 15 to 24 years, was present. 
For consistency, and to remove the selection from 
the interviewer, in cases where more than one 
eligible respondent was at home, the youngest male 
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was interviewed. When quotas were complete in the 
young age group or in the male group, the interviewer 
asked for the older female members. 


To complete the survey, interviewers talked to some- 
one in over 9,000 households. In most, they found 
there was no eligible respondent in the household. 
Completed interviews were obtained in 64% of house- 
holds where an eligible respondent, 15 to 24 years 
of age, resided. 


A NOTE ON COMPARATIVE SOURCES 

OF DATA 

In several places in the report reference is made to 
other research data. 


Page 10. Friendship as a source of enjoyment. 
Data for this variable are drawn from: 


(i) PTC-84. Project Teen Canada’s 1984 
national survey carried out by Bibby 
and Posterski and drawing from a 
sampleof 3600 15-19 year-olds in 
grades 10-12. 


(ii) PC-85. Project Canada’s 1985 national 
survey carried out by Bibby. The 
survey drew from a sample of 
1600 adults. The data for the table 
are drawn from the sub-set of 20-24 
year-olds. 


Page 45. Attitudes toward sexuality. 


Comparative adult data are drawn from 
PC-85. 


Page 47. Belief levels. 


Comparative adult data are drawn from 
PG=383" 


As can be seen in the following table, the sample is 
highly representative of Canadian youth, ages 15-24. 
In view of the closeness of the sample population 
fit, no weighting was required. 


POPULATION AND SAMPLE CHARACTERISTICS: YOUNG PEOPLE 15-24 (in %’s) 


POPULATION* SAMPLE 
PROPORTIONS, 15-24 COHORT 
15-19 
20-24 


REGION 

British Columbia 

Prairies 

Ontario 

Quebec 

Atlantic 
COMMUNITY SIZE 

100,000 + 

99,000- 10,000 

less than 10,000 
GENDER 

Male 

Female 
MARITAL STATUS 


Never married 
Married 
Co-habitating 
Divorced 
Widowed 


BORN IN CANADA 
NATIONAL BACKGROUND 
British 
French 
Other 
RELIGION** 
Roman Catholic 
Protestant 
Jewish 
Other 
None 


* Source: Statistics Canada: 1981 and 1986 Census Data 
** In census taking, the data are often provided by adults, producing apparent discrepancies in the ‘no religious preference’ category. 
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